Message

From: Beck, Nancy [Beck.Nancy@epa.gov]

Sent: 7/24/2017 5:35:48 PM

To: Bowman, Liz [Bowman.Liz@epa.gov]

cC: Yamada, Richard (Yujiro) [yamada.richard@epa.gov]; Graham, Amy [graham.amy@epa.gov]; Lyons, Troy
[lyons.troy@epa.gov]; Traylor, Patrick [traylor.patrick@epa.gov]; Bennett, Tate [Bennett.Tate@epa.gov]

Subject: Re: Draft joint statement for Gov. Cooper

The desk statement needs updating but the draft position statement seems fine to OCSPP.

Nancy B. Beck, Ph.D., DABT

Deputy Assistant Administrator, OQCSPP
P: 302-564.1273

M:E Personal Phone / Ex. 6 |

Beck Nanoy@epa.gov

On Jul 24, 2017, at 1:31 PM, Bowman, Liz <Bowman. Liz@sna.g0u> wrote:

Where are we on this statement Tate? Are you waiting on OPA?
Sent from my iPhone

OnJul 21, 2017, at 6:34 PM, Yamada, Richard (Yujiro) <yamada.richard@epa.gov> wrote:

Good on our end - thank you!
Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 21, 2017, at 6:22 PM, Graham, Amy <graham.zmy@epa.gov> wrote:

Statement looks good to me as well. Thank you, Tate!

From: Lyons, Troy

Sent: Friday, July 21, 2017 6:18 PM

To: Traylor, Patrick <travior.patrick@epa.gov>

Cc: Bennett, Tate <Bennetl. Tate@epa.gov>; Beck, Nancy
<Beck.Nancy@epa gov>; Graham, Amy <grzham.amy@ens.gov>;
Bowman, Liz <Bowman. Liz@ena pov>; Yamada, Richard (Yujiro)
<yamadarichard@spa go>

Subject: Re: Draft joint statement for Gov. Cooper

Agree
Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 21, 2017, at 5:26 PM, Traylor, Patrick <trayior.patrick@epa.pov>
wrote:

This looks good; OECA has no comments.

Patrick Traylor
Deputy Assistant Administrator
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Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

(202) 564-5238 (office)

(202) 809-8796 (cell)

From: Bennett, Tate

Sent: Friday, July 21, 2017 5:22 PM

To: Traylor, Patrick <travior.patrick@epa.gov>; Beck,
Nancy <Beck. Nancyi@epa.gov>; Lyons, Troy
<lvonstroy@epa.gov>; Graham, Amy
<graham.amy@sepa.gov>; Bowman, Liz
<Bowrman.liz@epa.gov>; Yamada, Richard (Yujiro)
<yamada.richard@epa.gow>

Subject: Draft joint statement for Gov. Cooper

All-

Gov. Cooper’s office has agreed to relay a joint
statement on GenX when the Gov. visits Cape Fear on
Monday. Pruitt has asked that we work together with
his team to ensure a positive message is captivated by
press.

To get the ball rolling on this, what are everyone’s
thoughts on this draft (and our latest desk statement
for OPA’s awareness r.e. background):

Deliberative Process / Ex. 5

EPA Desk Statement
July 13, 2017

EPA is committed to protecting public health and
supporting states and public water systems as the
appropriate steps to address the presence of GenX in
drinking water are determined.

EPA has initiated an investigation into Chemours’s
compliance with a 2009 order issued under the Toxic
Substances Control Act {TSCA) for the production of
GenX. This investigation will allow EPA to determine
whether Chemours is in compliance with requirements
of the order to control releases to the environment at
the Fayetteville, N.C,, facility. EPA is also reviewing the
additional toxicity data submitted by the company, as
required under the consent order, and updating the risk
assessment using the additional toxicity data specific to
GenX. At the request of the North Carolina Department
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of Environmental Quality (NCDEQ), scientists in EPA’s
Office of Research and Development (ORD) are
conducting an independent laboratory analysis of six
rounds of water samples being collected by NCDEQ at
13 locations in the Cape Fear River this summer.
Information about their sampling procedures can be
found on their website: https://deg.nosovinews/hot-
topics/gemcinvestizgation. EPA scientists are analyzing
wastewater, surface water, ground water, and treated
drinking water samples to determine the presence and
concentration of the chemical GenX in the samples.
EPA’s analysis of the first three rounds of water samples
is complete and on July 13 the results were shared with
NCDEQ, who will review and release them. The analysis
of this first batch of samples found that GenX was
present in every sample. The range varied widely from 4
ng/L to 21,760 ng/L.

Background

e <!-[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Typically,
EPA investigates potential TSCA noncompliance
through a review of production and
environmental controls records required by any
rule or order and, as needed, an on-site
inspection. EPA may also use information
requests to inform our investigation.

e <!--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->GenX is a
replacement chemical for perfluorooctanoic
acid (PFOA), which has an EPA-established
health advisory level of 70 parts per trillion.
There is no EPA health advisory level for Gen X.

e <!--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->When EPA
issued the consent order, the risk assessment
for GenX was informed by available toxicity
data for GenX and analogous substances such
as PFOA (also known as C8). The consent order
required the company to conduct additional
toxicity testing on GenX.

e <I--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->EPA has
received the data from Chemours and is using it
to update its risk assessment.

e <!-[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Chemours
agreed to bear all costs for the water collection
and testing. The samples are being sent to a
private laboratory in Colorado, and the EPA
Office of Research and Development laboratory
in Research Triangle Park, NC for independent
verification.

e <I--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->The lab
method being used in this analyses was
developed by EPA/ORD scientists and has been
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used in EPA research and in analysis efforts
requested by states.

e <!--[if IsupportLists]--><i--[endif]-->The finding
of GenX in finished drinking water was first
reported in 3 2016 peer-reviewed journal article
by EPA/ORD scientists titled “Legacy and
Ernerging Perfluorcaliod Substances Are
Important Drinking Water Contaminants in the
Cape Fear River Watershed of North Caroling”
published in Environmental Science &
Technology Letters.

e <!--[if IsupportLists]--><!--[endif]-->Three more
rounds of water samples are being collected
from the Cape Fear River by NCDEQ. EPA will be
analyzing these samples, and analysis results
will be shared with NCDEQ in August.

Under the Safe Drinking Water Act, EPA undertakes
extensive evaluations of contaminants and uses the
best available peer reviewed science to identify and
regulate contaminants that present meaningful
opportunities for health risk reduction.

The agency is working closely with the states and public
water systems to determine the appropriate next steps
to ensure public health protection.
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